
Curriculum Guide

 Subject: Geography

Year: 10

Key Assessment Information:

AQA GCSE Geography students will be assessed at the end of each unit of work studied and will complete a mid-
unit assessment. 

Content:

Unit 1: The Living World

In this section students are required to study a range of ecosystems at different scales including Tropical 
Rainforests and Hot deserts. They will gain an understanding of how biotic and abiotic components interact, and 
the need for these fragile environments to be sustainably managed in the future.

Unit 2: Urban issues and Challenges

This unit is concerned with human processes, systems and outcomes and how these change, both spatially and 
temporally. Students will gain a greater understanding of the global pattern of urban change and both the 
opportunities and challenges that this can provide. Within this unit students will study a major city in a LIC or NEE 
as well as a city in the UK to look at its location and importance, regionally, nationally and internationally and the 
causes of growth. 

Unit 1: The Challenge of Natural Hazards. 

The aims of this section are to develop an understanding of the tectonic, geomorphological, biological and 
meteorological processes and features in different environments. As well as the need for management strategies 
governed by sustainability and consideration of the direct and indirect effects of human interaction with the Earth
and the atmosphere.

Contact Details

Head of Department School Email Address

S Davies sdavies@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Hot_deserts_1_1_3_3


Curriculum Guide

 Subject: Geography

Year: 11

Key Assessment Information:

AQA GCSE Geography students will be assessed at the end of each unit of work studied and will complete a mid-
unit assessment. 

Content:

the Changing Economic World

In this unit, students will gain a greater understanding of the global variations in economic development and 
quality of life. They will examine strategies being used to reduce the development gap. Students will also study an
example of a NEE that is experiencing rapid economic development which leads to significant social, 
environmental and cultural change. As a comparison, students will also study the changing UK economy and how 
this has affected, and will continue to affect, employment patterns and regional growth.

Physical landscapes in the UK. 

In this section students will gain a greater understanding of the UK physical landscape with a specific focus on 
river and coastal landscapes. They will gain an understanding of the physical processes that shape our land and 
the different management strategies used to protect these vulnerable areas. 

Resource Management

This unit is concerned with the uneven distribution of resources including food, water and energy. Students will 
gain a better understanding of the reasons why resources are unevenly distributed, as well as examine strategies 
being developed to increase production and reduce their environmental impact. The main focus of this unit will 
be the management and availability of water as a resource.

Issue Evaluation and Fieldwork 

Students will undertake two geographical enquiries, each of which must include the use of primary data, collected
as part of a fieldwork exercise. There is a requirement to complete one human and one physical geographical 
enquiry, further building on previous content delivered. There are six strands to the geographical enquiry: 1) 
students must formulate a suitable question for enquiry, 2) selecting, measuring and recording data, 3) processing
and presenting data, 4) describing and analysing data, 5) reaching substantiated conclusions and finally, 6) 
evaluating the methods of the enquiry. 

Contact Details

Head of Department School Email Address

S Davies sdavies@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
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