
Child Sexual Exploitation 

It is your responsibility to make sure you…. 
 

 
Know and understand what Child Sexual Exploitation is 

Recognise the warning signs 
Know who to contact and how to report the concerns you may have. 

 
 

 
What is Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)? 

 
CSE is a form of child sexual abuse. 

 
Sexual abuse may involve physical contact, including assault by penetration (rape or oral sex) or non-
penetrative acts, or non-contact activities, such as involving children in the production of sexual 
images, forcing them to view sexual images or watch sexual activities, encouraging children to behave 
in sexually inappropriate ways or grooming a child in preparation for abuse. 
 It is where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or 
deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity (a)in exchange for something 
the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator 
or facilitator. 
 
 

Who is at risk? 
 
 

Sexual exploitation can happen to any young person – whatever their background, age, gender, race 
or sexuality or wherever they live.  
Whilst the research evidence to date, shows that girls and young women are the majority of victims; 
boys and young men are also exploited. The average age at which concerns are identified is 12-15 and 
the majority of victims will be white. 
There is no ‘typical victim’. That said, some young people may be more vulnerable than others, and a 
range of indicators have been highlighted to which we should be alert to. These include: 

Prior abuse in the family 
Recent bereavement or loss 

Deprivation 
Homelessness 

Involvement in criminal behaviour 
Misuse of substances 

Being in care 
Running away 

Lacking friends from the same age group 
Gang association 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Child Sexual Exploitation 

Indicators 
 

We as staff may be alerted to CSE through young people becoming isolated from family and/or peer 
networks; sharp mood swings; being picked up outside school by cars and taxis; associating with older 
men and/or women; and being given presents and mobile phones. Other indicators of exploitation in 
girls and young women might include a more sexualised presentation of self, such as clothing, hair and 
makeup, look tired and unwell, and sleep at unusual hours; adopt a new ‘street language’ or respond 
to a street name; frequenting areas known for risky activities. 
 
Particular links between CSE and education that are important to be aware of include: 

Truancy/being reported missing from school; 
Permanent/Fixed Term Exclusion; and 

Low educational achievement. 
 
Other young people may talk of losing hope for the future, believing they are worthless and unable 
to imagine a way out. 
 
 
 

 
CSE Screening Tool 

 
The Dudley safeguarding board utilise a screening tool to assess the risks should a concern surrounding 
CSE be raised. Attached is a copy of this screening tool. This is completed by the safeguarding team 
once a concern has been raised. We may ask for your support in completing this.  
This screening tool is assessed by the local authority and may appoint the support of youth workers, 
the runaway team, teenage pregnancy team, the police, school health, Barnado’s, Phase Trust or the 
Street team. 
 
As always, ensure that all of your concerns are reported to the Safeguarding leads. 
 
 
 

Useful Websites and additional information 
 
As a national concern there is a host of information that is available on CSE. The following links can 
be accessed. 
 
http://safeguarding.dudley.gov.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=295162&type=full&servic
etype=Inline 
 
http://www.stop-cse.org/ 
 
https://www.nwgnetwork.org/ 
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